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POLS 1100 American Government: Process and Structure 
CRN: 13385 
Spring 2021 

 
Instructor: Dr. Dominic Wells    Email: wellsd@bgsu.edu 
Office: 127 Williams Hall     Phone: 419-372-1819  
Office Hours: Monday/Wednesday 11:30 to 1:00pm & by appointment 
 
Class Format: Hybrid   
Location: Central Hall 1007 (MW); Remote (F) 
Class Meeting Time: MWF 10:30am to 11:20am 
  
Required Text: American Government. OpenStax American Government (2016).  
 
Course Description 
Politics is the process through which individuals and groups reach collective agreements.  This 
process involves bargaining and compromise as all parties involved have disagreements over 
how benefits should be distributed in society.  Several actors and institutions play a central role 
in this process.  While some are formally defined in the United States Constitution (the 
Presidency, Congress, Courts, and elections), others (bureaucracies and political parties) have 
evolved over time.  These formal and informal aspects of American politics garner varying levels 
of public support depending on the current political and economic environment.   
 
This course is about the nationalization of politics, the institutions of government, and the 
influence of the public on national policy.  First, this course will cover the foundations of 
American politics.  Second, we will examine the role major political institutions in shaping 
government and policy.  Third, we will examine the political behavior of citizens and their 
influence on national policy and institutions.  Special attention will be given to politics as a 
solution to collective action problems.    
 
This course is a hybrid course containing an in-person component and an online component.  
Students will be required to attend class on one day they are assigned to attend, either Monday or 
Wednesday.  Each Friday the entire class will meet at the scheduled class time remotely using 
WebEx.  There will not be a remote component to the in-person meeting sessions on Mondays 
and Wednesdays.  Students unable to attend on their scheduled day may obtain the course 
material in an online-asynchronous format.  Students will submit graded coursework (e.g. 
discussion boards, quizzes, exams) in Canvas.   
 
Course Objectives (Assessment) 
At the completion of this course students will have an understanding of how American political 
institutions developed, how they function today, and how the public plays a role in the process of 
governance.  Students will also develop the ability to write a short argumentative essay 
supported by evidence with a clear thesis statement.  This course is appropriate for students 
interested in American government and politics and will provide a foundation of knowledge for 
future coursework in political science.   
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BG Perspective Learning Outcomes: This is a general education course that counts for the BG 
Perspective, and as such it must address the following learning outcomes: 

Social and Behavioral Sciences 
• Describe significant social/behavioral issues/questions using appropriate theories and 

evidence (Exams) 
• Articulate how the values of the social/behavioral sciences impact decision-making in 

contemporary society (Discussion Boards) 
• Deconstruct social/behavioral arguments critically, refuting logical and reasoning flaws 

inherent in them (Discussion Boards) 
• Compose written or oral arguments related to issues or questions in the social/behavioral 

sciences (Essay) 
• Evaluate evidence supporting arguments and conclusions on each side of major social or 

behavioral issues (Essay) 
 
Course Grades 
The following assignments will determine your course grade: 
 

• Discussion Boards (10%) 
• Quizzes (10%) 
• Argumentative Essay (20%) 
• Midterm Exam 1 (15%) 
• Midterm Exam 2 (20%) 
• Final Exam (25%) 

 
The grades in this course are weighted.  Points cannot be simply added up and divided by the 
total to calculate your grade.  The following equation will help you understand how your grade 
for the course is calculated. Discussion Boards = DB; Quizzes = Q; Argumentative Essay = AE; 
Midterm Exam 1 = ME1; Midterm Exam 2 = ME2; Final Exam = FE 
 
[(your DB/total DB).10 + (your Q/total Q).10 + (your AE/total AE).20 + (your ME1/total 
ME1).15 + (your ME2/total ME2).20 + (your FE/total FE).25] 100 = your total grade 
 
The following is the grade breakdown for this course: 
 

• A 89.5% to 100% 
• B 79.5% to 89.49% 
• C 69.5% to 79.49% 
• D 59.5% to 69.49% 
• F 59.49% or below 
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Assignments 
Discussion Boards: Students will respond to 4 discussion boards throughout the semester.  
Students will be required to answer the discussion board question and also respond to at least two 
other student’s post.  Though only required to respond to two posts, students are encouraged to 
respond to more if they wish.  The purpose of the discussion boards is to create a lively and 
informed discussion about the material from class.  To be eligible for full credit, students must 
post an original response to the discussion board question of at least 250 words and also make 
two substantive responses to other posts.  The original post must answer all parts of the 
discussion board question thoroughly to receive full credit.  Comments on other posts should 
move the discussion forward and avoid simply stating “I agree with you,” “good point,” or “I 
disagree.”  The due dates for discussion boards are included on the course schedule.   
 
Quizzes: There will be 5 multiple choice quizzes scheduled throughout the semester.  They are 
listed on the course schedule and will cover material from the readings and lecture for the week.  
The quizzes will be 10 questions.  Students will complete the quizzes in Canvas during the week 
each quiz is assigned. Quizzes are due on Sunday night after they are assigned at 11:59pm.  
Students may not complete the quizzes after the deadline.  
 
Argumentative Essay: Students will write a short essay (3-5 pages) based on the readings 
assigned in class.  Students will be required answer a question in response to one specific topic in 
the readings.  A list of questions will be provided to the students.  Students must select one 
question to answer.  Detailed instructions will be handed out to the students 4 weeks prior to the 
due date for the essay. Students must upload their essay in a Word document to Canvas by the 
due date.  Late assignments will be penalized 10% for each day they are late.  This penalty does 
not include weekends.  Essays over 2 weeks late will not receive any credit.  The essay must be 
typed, double spaced, with one-inch margins, using Times or Times New Roman 12-point font.  
The essay must contain at least 3 sources and one of the sources must be the course textbook.  In-
text citations should be used in the body of the essay and a reference page should be attached to 
the back of the final essay.  Citations should be in APSA format.  Students may use academic 
and non-academic sources.  Mainstream news sources such as the New York Times or major 
news networks are acceptable, but students should avoid sources such as Wikipedia and personal 
blogs.  Some examples of what students may be asked to write about are listed below.  This list 
is not exhaustive.   
 

• How well did the Framers succeed in creating a constitution that forces the government to 
control itself? 

• Research recent immigration laws passed by one of the following states: Arizona, 
Georgia, or Alabama.  Then, make a case for whether immigration policy is an area better 
left to the federal government, to individual states, or to both as a part of shared 
federalism. 

• Describe the struggles faced by two of the following groups in securing the right to vote: 
African Americans, women, and Hispanics.  Then, research and identify what 
percentages of these two groups were registered to vote in 2020 (or 2016) and what 
percentage actually voted in the 2020 (or 2016) presidential election.  Given the struggles 
these groups have faced in securing the right to vote, why do you think voting rates are at 
this level?  What might this suggest about the current status of civil rights in this country?   
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• Identify the biggest differences in public opinion between post-Millennials (or 
Millennials) and older generations.  What factors help explain these differences?  How do 
socialization, priming, and opinion leaders play a role? 

 
Exams: There will be 3 exams.  These exams will cover material from the course reading and 
lecture.  The exams will be multiple choice and true/false.  The final exam will be cumulative, 
but will cover mostly material from the final weeks of the course.  Exams will be taken in 
Canvas.  Makeup exams will only be allowed in exceptional cases.  Exceptional cases include, 
but are not limited to, university excused absence, school-related activity, military obligation, 
religious reason, medical reason, or death of a relative.  It is the responsibility of the student to 
contact the instructor to schedule a time to take a makeup exam.  Makeup exams will consist of 3 
essays.  The student will complete the essays outside of class and will have 24-hours from the 
time the makeup exam is delivered to them through email to submit the completed exam.   
 
Academic Honesty Policy/Codes of Conduct  
The instructor and students in this course will adhere to the University’s general Codes of 
Conduct defined in the BGSU Student Handbook.  Specifically, the Code of Academic Conduct 
(Academic Honesty Policy) requires that students do not cheat, fabricate, plagiarize, or facilitate 
academic dishonesty. For details, refer to: 

• BGSU Student Handbook, http://www.bgsu.edu/student-handbook.html    
• The Academic Charter,  https://www.bgsu.edu/content/dam/BGSU/faculty-

senate/documents/academic-charter/ACADEMIC-CHARTER-fall-2018.pdf 

Plagiarism Detection Software 
Students agree that by taking this course all required papers may be subject to submission for 
textual similarity review to Turnitin.com for the detection of plagiarism.  All submitted papers 
will be included as source documents in the Turnitin.com reference database solely for the 
purpose of detecting plagiarism of such papers.  
 
Expectations for Behavior 
Students will not and are not expected to agree with each other on all policy issues covered in 
this course, but it is expected that students will respect each other.  Students are expected to 
display tolerance and respect in all communication. Communicate with others the same way you 
would in a traditional classroom. Comments and language should be respectful and appropriate 
for a college community. All comments should also follow acceptable grammar and spelling. 
 
Accessibility Services  
If you have a disability that I should be aware of, please notify me so that I can make 
arrangements to accommodate your learning needs. To get more information about your rights, 
contact the Accessibility Services office (https://www.bgsu.edu/accessibility-services.html) for 
Students located in 38 College Park, 419-372-8495. 
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The Learning Commons 
The Learning Commons provides free tutoring services to all BGSU students and is located on 
the 1st floor of Jerome Library. You can find some information 
at https://www.bgsu.edu/learning-commons.html. If you need online help with the writing 
process, visit https://www.bgsu.edu/learning-commons/writing.html.  
 
Student Technology Assistance Center (STAC)   
Students are expected to participate in this course through Canvas. Students looking for Canvas 
support or more in-depth assistance with computer technology for a class project should contact 
STAC. Students can get help in person at 122 Jerome Library (1st floor), by phone (419-372-
9277) or visiting their web page at https://www.bgsu.edu/library/stac.html. 
 
University Libraries 
The University Libraries supports the teaching, learning and research mission of BGSU by 
advancing scholarship and creativity through collections and user-centered services that connect 
faculty and students to high quality information resources. For more information, to reserve a 
study space or to make an appointment: http://www.bgsu.edu/library.html. 
 
Student Veteran-Friendly Campus 
BGSU educators recognize student veterans’ rights when entering and exiting the university 
system. If you are a student veteran, please communicate with your instructor so reasonable 
accommodations can be made for absence when drilling or being called to active duty. See 
(http://www.bgsu.edu/veteran/) for more information.  
 
Religious Holidays 
It is the policy of the University to make every reasonable effort to allow students to observe 
their religious holidays without academic penalty. In such cases, it is the obligation of the student 
to provide the instructor with reasonable notice of the dates of religious holidays on which he or 
she will be absent. Absence from classes or examinations for religious reasons does not relieve 
the student of responsibility for completing required work missed. Following the necessary 
notification, the student should consult with the instructor to determine what appropriate 
alternative opportunity will be provided, allowing the student to fully complete his or her 
academic responsibilities.  
 
Contacting the Instructor 
The best way to contact me is through email at wellsd@bgsu.edu.  I will usually respond within a 
few hours during weekdays.  However, I cannot promise quick responses to emails sent after 
10pm or on weekends.  If we are unable to meet during office hours, I will be happy to schedule 
a time to speak with you on the phone or WebEx.   
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Course Schedule 
Students are required to complete the assigned reading during the week material is covered.  Due 
dates for assignments and quizzes are listed on the course schedule.   
 
Week 1: Introduction and Foundations 
 

• Monday (1/11): Introduction 
o Read the syllabus 

• Wednesday (1/13): Introduction 
o Read the syllabus 

• Friday (1/15): Foundations (WebEx Meeting) 
o American Government: Chapter 1 
o Quiz 1: The Syllabus (Due 1/17) 

 
Week 2: The Constitution  
 

• Monday (1/18): Martin Luther King, Jr. Day (No Class) 
o Watch Constitution presentation in Canvas 

• Wednesday (1/20): The Constitution 
o American Government: Chapter 2 
o American Government: Appendix B 

• Friday (1/22): The Constitution (WebEx Meeting) 
o American Government: Chapter 2 
o American Government: Appendix B 
o Quiz 2: The U.S. Constitution (Due 1/24) 

 
Week 3: Federalism and Congress  
 

• Monday (1/25): Federalism 
o American Government: Chapter 3 

• Wednesday (1/27): Federalism 
o American Government: Chapter 3 

• Friday (1/29): The Nature and Functions of Congress (WebEx Meeting) 
o American Government: Chapter 11, p.403-420 
o Discussion Board 1 (Due 1/31) 

 
Week 4: Congress and the Presidency 
 

• Monday (2/1): Organizing Congress and Making Laws 
o American Government: Chapter 11, p.421-444 

• Wednesday (2/3): Organizing Congress and Making Laws 
o American Government: Chapter 11, p.421-444 

• Friday (2/5): The Presidency (WebEx Meeting) 
o American Government: Chapter 12 
o Discussion Board 2 (Due 2/7) 
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Week 5: Review and Midterm Exam 1 
 

• Monday (2/8): Review for Midterm Exam 1 
o Come to class with questions about the first exam 

• Wednesday (2/10): Review for Midterm Exam 1 
o Come to class with questions about the first exam 

• Friday (2/12): Midterm Exam 1 (No Class) 
o Midterm Exam 1 (Due 2/14) 

 
Week 6: The Courts 
 

• Monday (2/15):  The Federal Court System 
o American Government: Chapter 13 

• Wednesday (2/17):  The Federal Court System 
o American Government: Chapter 13 

• Friday (2/19): Wellness Day (No Class) 
 
Week 7: Civil Rights 
 

• Monday (2/22):  The African American Experience and the Civil Rights Movement 
o American Government: Chapter 5, p.153-169 

• Wednesday (2/24):  The African American Experience and the Civil Rights Movement 
o American Government: Chapter 5, p.153-169 

• Friday (2/26): Experiences of Other Minority Groups (WebEx Meeting) 
o American Government: Chapter 5, p.170-98 
o Quiz 3: Civil Rights (Due 2/28) 

 
Week 8: Civil Liberties 
 

• Monday (3/1):  The Constitutional Bases of Our Liberties 
o American Government: Chapter 4, p.107-130 

• Wednesday (3/3):  The Constitutional Bases of Our Liberties 
o American Government: Chapter 4, p.107-130 

• Friday (3/5): Civil Liberties and Security Issues 
o American Government: Chapter 4, p.131-152 
o Argumentative Essay Instructions Posted 
o Discussion Board 3 (Due 3/7) 

 
Week 9: Review and Midterm Exam 2 
 

• Monday (3/8):  Review for Midterm Exam 2 
o Come to class with questions about the second exam 

• Wednesday (3/10):  Review for Midterm Exam 2 
o Come to class with questions about the second exam 

• Friday (3/12): Midterm Exam 2 (No Class) 
o Midterm Exam 2 (3/14) 
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Week 10: The Politics of Public Opinion 
 

• Monday (3/15):  Origins of Public Opinion 
o American Government: Chapter 6, p.199-216 

• Wednesday (3/17):  Origins of Public Opinion 
o American Government: Chapter 6, p.199-216 

• Friday (3/19): Measuring Public Opinion (WebEx Meeting) 
o American Government: Chapter 6, p.217-240 
o Discussion Board 4 (3/21) 

 
Week 11: Voting and Elections  
 

• Monday (3/22):  Wellness Day (No Class) 
o Watch presentation on Modern Election Campaigns 
o American Government: Chapter 7, p.241-255 

• Wednesday (3/24):  Modern Election Campaigns 
o American Government: Chapter 7, p.241-255 

• Friday (3/26): Elections and Voting (WebEx Meeting) 
o American Government: Chapter 7, p.255-286 
o Quiz 4: Voting and Elections (Due 3/28) 

 
Week 12: Political Parties 
 

• Monday (3/29): Features and Evolution of Parties 
o American Government: Chapter 9, p.327-341 

• Wednesday (3/31): Features and Evolution of Parties 
o American Government: Chapter 9, p.327-341 

• Friday (4/2): The Revival of Parties (WebEx Meeting) 
o American Government: Chapter 9, p.342-366 

 
Week 13: Interest Groups and Lobbying 
 

• Monday (4/5):  Interest Group Fundamentals 
o American Government: Chapter 10, p.367-378 

• Wednesday (4/7):  Interest Group Fundamentals 
o American Government: Chapter 10, p.367-378 

• Friday (4/9): The Influence of Interest Groups (WebEx Meeting) 
o American Government: Chapter 10, p.379-402 
o Quiz 5: Interest Groups (Due 4/11) 
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Week 14: The Bureaucracy  
 

• Monday (4/12):  The Bureaucracy  
o American Government: Chapter 15, p.557-569 

• Wednesday (4/14):  The Bureaucracy  
o American Government: Chapter 15, p.557-569 

• Friday (4/16): Bureaucracy in Action (WebEx Meeting) 
o American Government: Chapter 15, p.570-588 
o Argumentative Essay Assignment (Due 4/18) 

 
Week 15: The News Media 
 

• Monday (4/19):  The News Media 
o American Government: Chapter 8 

• Wednesday (4/21):  Wellness Day (No Class) 
o Watch presentation on the News Media 
o American Government: Chapter 8 

• Friday (4/23): Review for Final Exam (WebEx) 
o Come to class with questions about the final exam 

 
Final Exam: Due Friday, April 30th at 5:00pm 
 
Syllabi are contracts between instructors and their students.  They provide clear guidelines for 
the expectations of students and instructors.  To that end, I reserve the right to make minor 
alterations to this contract at any time.  By remaining enrolled in this course, you tacitly 
acknowledge acceptance of these terms.   
 


